23rd Annual Red Clay Valley Clean Up, March 26, 2011 

· The Clean Up was organized by the Red Clay Valley Association and the Delaware Nature Society and covered over 44 miles of streams and roadways of the Red Clay valley in both PA and DE.  
· 780 volunteers participated setting a new attendance record.  They contributed over 2,888 volunteer hours to the Clean Up.
· Over 15 tons of trash was collected; including 123 tires.  Most of the trash collected was what we refer to as “window trash;” items that can be thrown from a car window.  We did not find the large items such as washing machines, water heaters and sofas that we have found in the past.
·  School groups in DE included: Brandywine Springs School, A.I DuPont High School, Newark High School, Delaware Military Academy, Cab Calloway, Charter School of Wilmington, and West Chester University APO and Circle K.
· Other Community groups included: the Young Waterfowlers and DNS Teen Naturalists, Mt Cuba Center, Hockessin/Greenville Rotary Club, Kids Gone Green and numerous civic associations and scouts. Countless families and individuals also participated.  Starbucks Coffee Co. was on hand and provided coffee and Hot Chocolate.  Walgreen’s had groups volunteer in both DE and PA.
·  PA groups included Kennett High Earth Club and Honor Society, Boy Scout Troop 22,  Westminster Presbyterian Church, The communities of The Preserve at New Garden and Southridge   
· Political leaders were also on hand to help in DE; they included: Delaware State Senator Liane Sorenson, New Castle County Executive Paul Clark, New Castle County President Tom Kovach and New Castle County representative Janet Kilpatrick.  In Kennett Township the Township supervisors were also on hand to lend their support.
· Volunteers met at 3 different staging areas: the Ashland Nature Center, Anson B. Nixon Park and the Kennett area YMCA outdoor pool.

Generous support was provided by Wilmington & Western Railroad, Kennett Area Park Authority, Starbucks Coffee Company, Wild Birds Unlimited, WSFS, Mt. Cuba Center, United Water Delaware, Exelon Generation, Phillips Mushroom Farms and Wawa.

The South Eastern Chester County Refuse Authority (SECCRA) accepted trash from the Pennsylvania sections at no charge; DE State Senator Liane Sorenson provided funding for disposal at DSWA.
Dumpsters were provided by Allied Waste, Delaware State Parks, Marty Mellinger, Phillips Mushrooms and BFI.
Traffic Control assistance was provided by The Hockessin Fire Company Fire Police along with the Delaware State Police, Kennett Borough Police and Kennett Township police.
Trucks, crews and other equipment to load and transport the trash were provided by: F.B. Cross, Gomez Excavating, Wm. P. McGovern, Inc., Phillips Mushrooms, Auburn Heights Preserve, Mike Edison, Mt Cuba Center, Wild Birds Unlimited, Mike Petrilla, CS Webb, Inc., Curtis G. Testerman, Inc., Kennett Township, Wildbirds Unlimited, Kennett Country Club and RCVA.
For additional information or comments please email Jim Jordan at jejordan@bva-rcva.org
